
August 5, 2019 Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

Panorama Village Administrative Center  

Meeting Room A - 7:00 p.m.

240 Villa Crest Drive 

State College, PA  16801 

I. CALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

Dr. Bader called the State College Area School District Board of School Directors            

regular meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. She welcomed all those attending and those             

viewing from home. She advised the Board held an executive session on July 15             

regarding property and prior to this meeting on personnel.

A copy of all materials distributed to board members for discussion and/or action is              

included with the official minutes, unless otherwise indicated. 

Board Members Present: Amy Bader, Lori Bedell, Gretchen Brandt (joined by           

teleconference), Amber Concepcion (joined by teleconference), Dan Duffy, Scott         

Fozard (joined by teleconference), David Hutchinson, Jim Leous, Laurel Zydney 

Board Members Absent:  

Board Secretary: Lynn Tressler 

Student Representative: 
Solicitor : Scott Etter 

Superintendent: Robert O’Donnell  

District Personnel: Deirdre Bauer, Vernon Bock, Randy Brown, Seria Chatters,          

Jeanne Knouse, Jason Little, Nabil Mark, Molly McAninch, Chris Merritt, Linda Pierce,            

Ed Poprik, Eugene Ruocchio, Megan Schaper, Nicole Steele, Will Stout, Fanessa           

Thompson, Donna Watson, Brett Wilson, Nancy Youmans 

Guests: Gary Brandeis, Nancy Gorgas, Jonathan Herzing, Tim Jones, Ed LeClear,           

Sarah Paez 

II. COMMUNICATIONS

Dr. Robert O’Donnell reminded families that the first day of school is August 26.             

Please be on the lookout for communication pieces from principals and district offices            

with information to help you prepare for the new year. He hopes families enjoy the              

rest of the summer break and he is looking forward to seeing everyone soon. Dr.              

O’Donnell congratulated Brett Wilson on his appointment as assistant principal at the           

high school. With regard to the agenda, Dr. O’Donnell requested to postpone Action            

Item V-E until a later Board meeting.

III. PUBLIC COMMENT

Each individual will be limited to comments of three (3) minutes as time permits for              

items on this agenda or related to Board business.

Michael Krentzman, College Township resident, expressed his support of the Local           

Economic Revitalization Tax Assistance Resolution (LERTA). He would like to see the            

taxing entities exercise responsibility and efficiency. Mr. Krentzman sees LERTA as an            

opportunity to add a tool so the community can develop and build the economy while               

the school district benefits from the process.  

Gary Brandeis, College Township resident, also expressed his support of LERTA and            

the incentives involved. The ordinance was carefully drafted by the State College            

Borough with a five-year term to help attract and retain individuals to the borough.  

IV-A



 
 

Over the next two years, new modern spaces will be developed. It will be difficult for                

older properties to compete with these new facilities. Without the school board’s            

support, the ordinance will have little or no value.  

 

IV. ROUTINE APPROVALS  

A motion to approve the Routine Approval Listing as presented. 

A. Regular Board Meeting Minutes 7-15-2019  

B. Special Board Meeting Notes 7-19-2019  

C. Finance and Audit Committee Meeting Notes 7-11-2019  

D. June 2019 Treasurer’s Report  

E. July 2019 District Bills  

F. Budget Amendment for 2019-2020  

G. Annual Bid Award for Food Service Fresh Produce to Low Bidder 

H. Annual Renewal and Upgrade for Read 180 Program  

I. Annual Service Contracts, Miscellaneous Projects and Supplies for Physical Plant  

J. Annual Service Contracts for the Technology Department for 2019-2020 

K. Change in School Board Meeting Date from September 16, 2019 to           

September 23, 2019  

L. Bid Award for Student Portraits recommended to Strawbridge Studios, Inc. for           

one (1) year with the possibility of four (4 annual extensions, not to exceed five               

(5) total years as presented (moved to first action item) 

M. Gift Acceptance of a Community Field Flagpole from the Class of 1960 (moved to              

second action item) 

N. 2019-2020 Fall Athletic Officials  

O. Bricks 4 Kidz Contract/Agreement for Community Education Program  

P. Human Resource Recommendations  

A Board member requested agenda items IV-L and IV-M be pulled from routine             

items. Dr. Bader noted that items IV-L and IV-M would be pulled and voted on as                

the first action items. Ms. Bedell moved and Dr. Duffy seconded to approve the             

Routine Approval Listing as presented. Clarification was made regarding         

duplication of the same vendor/pricing among departments. It was noted that the            

duplication was an error in the memo. With the motion moved and seconded             

above, all board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. Ms. Concepcion,              

Ms. Brandt, and Mr. Fozard voted via teleconference. The motion passed           

unanimously.  

 

V. ACTION ITEMS 

A. Approve Bid Award for Student Portraits Recommended to Strawbridge         

Studios, Inc.  

A motion to approve the Bid Award for Student Portraits recommended to            

Strawbridge Studios, Inc. for one (1) year with the possibility of four (4 annual              

extensions, not to exceed five (5) total years as presented. Dr. Duffy moved and              

Mr. Leous seconded to approve the motion. An inquiry was made regarding the            

portrait packages and the amount of commission the district would receive. Donna            

Watson advised that the information compiled was based on the volume of packages             

purchased last year and is strictly the packages of the student portraits taken at each               

of the schools. The estimated commission is based on the student portrait estimated             

costs from the package only. There is a guarantee of $35,000 in commission. With              

the motion moved and seconded above, all board members present voted aye on a              

roll call vote. Ms. Concepcion, Ms. Brandt, and Mr. Fozard voted via teleconference.            

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 



 
 

B. Approve Gift Acceptance of a Community Field Flagpole from the Class of            

1960 

A motion to approve the Gift Acceptance of a Community Field Flagpole from the              

Class of 1960 as presented. Ms. Bedell moved and Dr. Duffy seconded to approve the               

motion. There was no discussion. With the motion moved and seconded above, all             

board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. Ms. Concepcion, Ms. Brandt,              

and Mr. Fozard voted via teleconference. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

C. Approve K-12 Music Curriculum 

A motion to approve K-12 Music Curriculum. Dr. Duffy moved and Ms. Bedell             

seconded the motion. As presented at previous committee and board meetings,           

Vernon Bock advised that the district is seeking board approval to move choir into              

the school day. Board members expressed their appreciation to the curriculum team            

for all of their hard work and dedication. However, some members felt they asked an               

unfair task and apologized for the amount of time and energy the curriculum staff              

put into this. Members felt they all needed to be in agreement, but did not feel the                 

time is now. With the motion moved and seconded to approve the music curriculum,              

one board member voted aye, eight board members voted nay (Dr. Bader,            

Ms. Bedell, Ms. Brandt, Ms. Concepcion, Dr. Duffy, Mr. Fozard, Mr. Hutchinson,          

Ms. Zydney) on a roll call vote. The motion did not pass 1-8. 

 

D. Approve Operations Agreement with State College Borough for South Track          

Lighting 

A motion to approve Operations Agreement with State College Borough for South            

Track Lighting. Ms. Bedell moved and Dr. Duffy seconded to approve the motion.             

There was no discussion. With the motion moved and seconded above, all board             

members present voted aye on a roll call vote. Ms. Concepcion, Ms. Brandt, and              

Mr. Fozard voted via teleconference. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

E. Approve the Local Economic Revitalization Tax Assistance Resolution (Lerta) 

A motion to approve the Local Economic Revitalization Tax Assistance Resolution           

(LERTA). Mr. Leous moved and Mr. Hutchinson seconded the motion. Discussion           

surrounded the district’s support of economic development, but members felt we           

should not be investing in it. Some members also agreed this is outside of the               

district’s mission and not fair to the average taxpayer to offer this assistance, while              

others felt it would only increase our tax assessed value and not decrease it. With               

the motion moved and seconded to approve the Local Economic Revitalization Tax            

Assistance Resolution, three board members vote aye, six board members vote nay            

(Ms. Bedell, Ms. Brandt, Ms. Concepcion, Dr. Duffy, Mr. Fozard, Ms. Zydney), on a            

roll call vote. The motion did not pass 3-6.  

 

F. Approve Three Board Member Voting Delegates to Represent the District At           

the PSBA Legislative Platform In October 2019 

A motion to approve three Board Member Voting Delegates to represent the District             

at the PSBA Legislative Platform in October 2019. Dr. Duffy moved and            

Mr. Hutchinson seconded to approve the motion. The three board members who will            

be representing the district are Dr. Amy Bader, Dr. Dan Duffy, and Ms. Laurel              

Zydney. With the motion moved and seconded above, all board members present            

voted aye on a roll call vote. Ms. Concepcion, Ms. Brandt, and Mr. Fozard voted via                

teleconference. The motion passed unanimously. 

  

 



 
 

G. Accept Quote from Papa Johns, Inc. for Food Service Pizza for 2019-2020            

Academic Year 

During the communications update, Dr. O’Donnell asked that this item be postponed            

until a future Board meeting. There was no further action. 

 

H. Accept Bids for Renovations for a Portion of the North Building (former CTC) 

A motion to accept the bids for renovations for a portion of the North Building               

(former CTC). Ms. Bedell moved and Dr. Duffy seconded to approve the motion. A              

question was raised regarding the lift. Ed Poprik advised that the lift scope changed              

and will be used for a future project which meets our 20% requirement on ADA               

accessibility. With the motion moved and seconded above, eight board members           

voted aye on a roll call vote, one board member voted nay (Ms. Zydney).              

Ms. Concepcion, Ms. Brandt, and Mr. Fozard voted via teleconference. The motion          

passed. 

 

I. Accept Proposal from Emerald Data Solutions, Inc. for the BoardDocs          

Document Management System for the 2019-2020 School Year 

A motion to accept the proposal from Emerald Data Solutions, Inc. for the BoardDocs              

Document Management System for the 2019-2020 school year. Ms. Bedell moved           

and Mr. Leous seconded to approve the motion. Board members are supportive that             

the district will be moving to this software to manage board agendas, minutes, and              

record keeping. A request was made to move to the BoardDocs Pro package             

immediately. Randy Brown advised that he and Lynn Tressler met with BoardDocs            

and agreed to start with BoardDocs LT Plus package. This is the foundational             

package which will allow users to acclimate themselves to the basics without paying             

the higher price. With the motion moved and seconded above, all board members             

present voted aye on a roll call vote. Ms. Concepcion, Ms. Brandt, and Mr. Fozard               

voted via teleconference. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

J. Approve Service Agreement with 806 Technologies for Title 1 Crate          

Software 

A motion to approve a service agreement with 806 Technologies for Title 1 Crate              

software. Dr. Duffy moved and Ms. Bedell seconded to approve the motion. There             

was no discussion. With the motion moved and seconded above, all board members             

present voted aye on a roll call vote. Ms. Concepcion, Ms. Brandt, and Mr. Fozard               

voted via teleconference. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

K. Approve Revised and Approved PDE Plancon F Forms 

A motion to approve revised and approved PDE PlanCon F forms. Ms. Bedell moved              

and Mr. Leous seconded to approve the motion. There was no discussion. With the              

motion moved and seconded above, all board members present voted aye on a roll              

call vote. Ms. Concepcion, Ms. Brandt, and Mr. Fozard voted via teleconference. The             

motion passed unanimously. 

 

L. Approve Receipt of PDE Approved Plancon Part H for Elementary and High            

School Projects 

A motion to approve the receipt of PDE approved PlanCon Part H for Elementary and               

High School Projects. Mr. Leous moved and Ms. Bedell seconded to approve the             

motion. There was no discussion. With the motion moved and seconded above, all             

board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. Ms. Concepcion, Ms. Brandt,              

and Mr. Fozard voted via teleconference. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 



 
 

 

M. Approve Audiovisual Equipment Purchases for the School Construction        

Projects 

A motion to approve audiovisual equipment purchases for the school construction           

projects. Ms. Bedell moved and Mr. Leous seconded to approve the motion.            

Clarification was made with regard to the location of the five large screen tvs and               

projectors. Nicole Steele noted that the five large screen TVs will be located at the               

Delta Program’s Large Group Instructional space. Two of the projectors will be            

located at Radio Park cafeteria and LGI and one projector will be located at Spring               

Creek Elementary cafeteria. With the motion moved and seconded above, all board            

members present voted aye on a roll call vote. Ms. Concepcion, Ms. Brandt, and              

Mr. Fozard voted via teleconference. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

N. Approve Furniture, Fixtures, and Equipment (FF&E) Purchases for the         

School Construction Projects 

A motion to approve Furniture, Fixtures, and Equipment (FF&E) purchases for the            

school construction projects. Dr. Duffy moved and Mr. Leous seconded to approve            

the motion. There was no discussion. With the motion moved and seconded above,             

all board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. Ms. Concepcion, Ms. Brandt,               

and Mr. Fozard voted via teleconference. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

O. Approve Change Order for the Mount Nittany Middle School Chiller Project 

A motion to approve change order for the Mount Nittany Middle School Chiller             

Project. Dr. Duffy moved and Mr. Hutchinson seconded to approve the motion.            

Clarification was made that Change Order MC#03 is to re-insulate the emergency            

generator exhaust. With the motion moved and seconded above, all board members            

present voted aye on a roll call vote. Ms. Concepcion, Ms. Brandt, and Mr. Fozard               

voted via teleconference. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

P. Approve Elementary School Projects Change Orders 

A motion to approve Elementary School Projects Change Orders. Ms. Bedell moved            

and Mr. Leous seconded to approve the motion. There was no discussion. With the              

motion moved and seconded above, all board members present voted aye on a roll              

call vote. Ms. Concepcion, Ms. Brandt, and Mr. Fozard voted via teleconference. The             

motion passed unanimously. 

 

Q. Approve High School Project Change Orders 

A motion to approve High School Project Change Orders. Ms. Bedell moved and             

Mr. Leous seconded to approve the motion. Clarification was made regarding power           

in the North kitchen. The power is for the mechanical equipment serving this space              

and was inadvertently excluded from the drawings. Concern was raised regarding the            

cost of the sound system for the fitness center. Tim Jones from Massaro advised that               

$10,000 is for the electrician and $25,000 is for the vendor under the electrician              

which will cover materials and equipment. Costs also include integration into the            

current PA and security systems. One board member suggested breaking out the            

purchases as an FF&E item, but it was noted that could delay the project and also                

cause the costs to increase. With the motion moved and seconded to approve the              

high school project change orders, eight board members vote aye, one board            

members vote nay (Dr. Duffy) on a roll call vote. The motion passed 8-1.  

 



 
 

R. Approve Swings and Basketball Equipment for Corl Street, Radio Park, and           

Spring Creek Elementary Schools 

A motion to approve swings and basketball equipment for Corl Street, Radio Park,             

and Spring Creek Elementary Schools. Ms. Bedell moved and Dr. Duffy seconded to             

approve the motion. Ed Poprick advised that the playgrounds will not be completed             

for the first day of school. Due to the overall playground construction schedule, the              

District has worked with Metcalfe Design to separate and fast-track a portion of the              

projects at Radio Park and Spring Creek Elementary Schools. No fast-track phase            

was initiated at Corl Street due to the fact that much of the existing playground               

equipment at that school is still intact. The contract with Kompan would include the              

supply and installation of both the swings and the associated safety surfacing. The             

installed safety surfacing would be handicapped accessible. A board member          

conveyed extreme disappointment that Metcalfe was fast-tracked through to be able           

to complete the playgrounds for the start of school and is concerned regarding their              

inability to complete the project. With the motion moved and seconded above, all             

board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. Ms. Concepcion, Ms. Brandt,              

and Mr. Fozard voted via teleconference. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

S. Authorize the Board Secretary, Business Administrator, Director of Physical         

Plant, and Solicitor to Carry out Legal Advertising and Notice Requirements           

Contained in Section 707 of the School Code as They Pertain to the Proposed              

Sale of the Former Lemont Elementary School 

A motion to authorize the Board Secretary, Business Administrator, Director of           

Physical Plant, and Solicitor to carry out legal advertising and notice requirements            

contained in Section 707 of the school code as they pertain to the proposed sale of                

the former Lemont Elementary School. Ms. Zydney moved and Mr. Leous seconded            

to approve the motion. There was no discussion. With the motion moved and             

seconded above, all board members present voted aye on a roll call vote.             

Ms. Concepcion, Ms. Brandt, and Mr. Fozard voted via teleconference. The motion           

passed unanimously. 

 

Ms. Concepcion, Ms. Brandt, and Mr. Fozard disconnected from the teleconference at            

8:52 p.m.  

Dr. Amy Bader called for a break at 8:52 p.m. 

Dr. Amy Bader called the meeting back to order at 9:01 p.m. 

 

VI. INFORMATION / DISCUSSION  

A. District Goal Category: Facilities and Grounds  

1. Playground Master Plan Update - Vern Bock thanked the board for           

approving the swings and basketball equipment to help jump start the           

elementary school playgrounds. They have reviewed the timeline with the          

elementary school principals and the Metcalfe team and have agreed to break            

ground in May 2020 due to the site work needed and the freeze/thaw             

conditions. While this does impact families, the principals felt it would provide            

more time to gain feedback from their PTO’s and the community. Board            

members felt that engaging the community is very important and delaying           

the timeline will help this. Vern noted that Corl Street has not been impacted              

at the level of Radio Park and Spring Creek. The long-term goal is to have               

parity across all elementary and middle school playgrounds. Dr. O’Donnell          

expressed concern that there does not appear to be a lot of outreach to invite               

parents for feedback. Vern noted that principals plan to invite their           

PTO’s/parents in October. With regard to the fee structure, Ed confirmed that            

 



 
 

if Metcalfe has minimal effort in placing the current playground equipment, it            

would not contribute to their fee. With regard to ownership of the master plan              

documents, Ed confirmed the district owns the documents. The district does           

not own taking those documents and building playgrounds in other areas.           

While the new timeline does not meet original expectations for completed           

playgrounds for the 2019-2020 school year, the team believes this best           

respects the individual school communities as we provide play opportunities. 

2. Elementary Construction Projects Update 

Corl Street: Progress at Corl Street is lagging behind both the original and             

the established recovery schedule. The team continues to push towards          

occupancy before the first day of school. The district is working on            

contingency plans in the event that further complications arise. August 19 is            

the occupancy target date. 

Radio Park: Construction progress is proceeding. Target date for staff          

occupancy is August 16, 2019. The expected completion date for the           

gymnasium is August 23, 2019. Certain areas that are targeted for occupancy            

will have components and finishes that are not complete. Completion will take            

place during non-school hours post occupancy. 

Spring Creek: While the building at Spring Creek is slightly behind schedule,            

occupancy will take place August 20. The site completion schedule is lagging            

behind the building occupancy schedule with a targeted completion of          

August 23, 2019. In order to allow teachers to unpack their rooms, a plan is              

being developed for off-site parking which will include shuttle transportation. 

3. High School Construction Project Update  

High School: Beginning August 8 and continuing until final occupancy, site           

paving will be in progress on both sides of the campus. This will result in               

intermittent delays, lane closures, and changes to the traffic patterns.          

Communications with CRPR/Welch Pool staff and High School staff will          

continue to assist those accessing the campus. While it was most recently            

reported that the Roar Store would not be ready for the first day of school,               

recent adjustments to the schedule now project that this space will be ready             

for occupancy. The team projects that the building will achieve temporary           

occupancy by August 16, but certain areas and certain features will not be             

completed. These areas of concern have been monitored during the summer           

with district and building staff. Areas that will not be ready for the start of               

school are the auditorium (projected completion is the end of September) and            

The Cafe adjacent to the Student Success Hub. Certain areas of the building             

that are targeted for occupancy will have components and finishes that are            

not complete. These will be worked on during non-school hours post           

occupancy.  

Delta/North: The general occupancy of this building is contingent on the           

installation of a large mechanical roof-top unit. This unit provides the Code            

Office required fresh air into the buildings HVAC system. Without fresh air the             

HVAC system cannot fully function, prohibiting issuance of an Occupancy          

Permit. The unit is scheduled to ship from the vendor on 8/5/2019 with arrival              

expected on site on or before 8/9/2019. The mechanical contractor has plans            

in place to get the unit operational within six days of being on site which               

would be followed by testing and inspections. Timing of this may impact the             

date of teacher occupancy. The Large Group Instruction area will not be ready             

for the start of school. Certain areas of the building that are targeted for              

occupancy will have components and finishes that are not complete. These           

will be worked on during non-school hours post occupancy.  

 



 
 

4. Solar Power Purchase Agreement Update: Jim Leous and Gretchen         

Brandt are the Board representatives on the committee with Randy Brown           

providing administrative support. Randy reviewed the steps for a Solar Power           

Purchase Agreement (SPPA) process which includes a Request for         

Qualifications, Request for Information, Request for Proposal, Select a         

Vendor, and enter into Power Purchase Agreements. He noted the RFQ, RFI,            

and RFP processes will accumulate costs for consultants and legal services.           

The working group recommended allocating costs based upon actual         

electricity use. The 2018 electric usage will serve as the basis for allocation.             

Scott Etter noted it is a consortium authority, general cooperative agreement           

by a shared interest and is being extended to the county. Premiere Power             

Solutions will have an update at the next Finance Committee meeting. An            

inquiry was made regarding the nearest estimate of what the cost will be.             

Randy estimated in the neighborhood of $50k.  

B. District Goal Category: Policies 

1. Policy Updates: Linda Pierce and Jeanne Knouse provided an update on           

revisions to Policy 209.1 regarding severe allergies. Jeanne advised that two           

school nurses have been instrumental in this policy change. Gwynne Decker           

and Lois Thompson provided input on recognizing the symptoms of          

anaphylactic shock. The entire food service staff and bus drivers are being            

educated over the next couple of weeks on what to look for and trained on               

how to use the EpiPen. Board members were pleased to see employees            

included and suggested including staff and students. It was also suggested to            

include the operational documents on how the work will be implemented. 

 

VII.    BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS/MEETINGS  

A. Upcoming Committee Meetings  

1. Facilities and Grounds Committee, August 14, 11:30 a.m., High School,          

Classroom B112 

2. Finance and Audit Committee, August 15, 11:30 a.m., PV Mtg Rm A 

3. Culture, Climate and Learning Committee, August 28, 10:30 a.m., PV, Room A 

4. Policy Development Committee, August 29, 11:00 a.m., PV Mtg Rm A 

 

VIII. FUTURE AGENDA PLANNING  

Dr. Bader reviewed a list of agenda items that would be addressed at future              

meetings and reminded the public of the change in the September 16 meeting date              

to September 23.  

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT  

Dr. Duffy moved and Mr. Leous seconded to adjourn the meeting. With the motion              

moved and seconded, all board members present voted aye with a voice vote.             

Dr. Bader adjourned the State College Area School District Board of School Directors            

regular meeting at 10:02 p.m. to an executive session.    
 

Submitted by,  

 

 

Lynn Tressler 

Board Secretary 

 

 


